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At the Beginning of III Age, the world was blessed by the ascendance of Draik to Immortality.

Taken then from we, mere mortals, Draik was forced to place his flock of faithful followers under the guidance of carefully chosen clergy, who were maintained by many monetary gifts from the Faithful.


This Book describes within its covers the methods of maintenance followed by the Church, its officers, orders, and its other lay members.


The following details in brief the hierarchy of the Church, and the Responsibilities of its members.  It also lists the colour of the trim and sash worn over the vestments.

______________________________________________________

Acolytes (Rope Sash):  These beginning clergymen spend their time in study and in the small work of the Church, such as the copying of documents and other simple tasks.

Novices (Light Blue):  These are intelligent, experienced, Senior Acolytes.  They copy only the most important documents.

Postulants (Dark Blue):  These are tried, tested, tempered, and true Novices who now oversee the less experienced Acolytes and Novices.

Deacons:  These are priests-in-training, and may take over the duties of a full priest in emergencies.  (Khaki Sash)

Priests (Brown):  These clergymen officiate at services and handle the important work of each church.

Curates (Light Green):  These men (one per church) oversee and administer their church.

Vicars (Dark Green):  Every town has one Vicar, who acts as an assistant to the Pastor, and may even perform Pastoral duties for very small towns.

Pastors (Yellow):  There is one pastor in every town with more than one church, chapel, shrine, or temple.  The Pastor, aided by the Vicar, administers the theological area of the town.

Deans (Orange):  A Dean aids a Bishop in overseeing a Bishopric.  Some small Bishoprics, called Deaneries, may even be administered by a Dean.

Bishop (Red):  A Bishop oversees a large area containing several small towns or a few large ones.  This is his Bishopric.  Bishops are aided by their Deans (usually one per Bishop) in guiding their Bishoprics.

Archbishop (Purple):  An Archbishop oversees several Bishoprics in his Archbishopric.  Archbishops are very powerful men.  There are never more than five Archbishops in a nation, and it would take a huge nation to require five Archbishops.  Some small countries only have one, for all nations have one.

Primate:  (White) The Primates oversee an entire nation each.  They answer only to the High Primate and to Draik.

High Primate (White, Bordered Purple):  The High Primate oversees all the Church, in all nations.  He is chosen by Draik, and answers only to Him.  His word is Law.

Other Clerical Position

and symbols thereof
High Chaplains:  (Silver-bordered Sash) Personal Chaplains to mayors, Generals, Marshals, Lords, and other men of power.

Lord High Chaplains:  (gold-bordered Sash) Personal Chaplains to Kings and Prime Ministers.

Cardinals (wearing a ruby ring):  A council of Archbishops, Bishops, and Deans who choose, aided by Draik, a new High Primate from among the ranks of the Primates or other clergy.

Spamites (wearing a sapphire ring):  A council of Bishops, Deans, and Pastors, who, guided by Draik, choose a new Primate from among the Archbishops or other Clergy.

Responsibilities

and

Privileges
_________________________________________________________________


Priests of Draik have several responsibilities to Draik and the Community and the Church.


First, all priests except those of the orders of St Varina and St Lewis must give a tithe (tenth) of their income and gains to the Church each month.  Those priests of the order of St Varina have this responsibility waived.  The priests of St Lewis, however, in return for the many strictures that have been loosened for their benefit, however, must give 40% of the gains every month.

Any Priest of Draik may, whilst traveling, request lodgings from other followers of Draik.  However, it is considered impolite to stay for a number of evenings greater than the priest's level.


The King or Prime Minister of a Nation belovéd of Draik must be consecrated to that office by the Primate of that Land, or by an other senior clergyman designated by the Primate.


Priests of Draik must also perform marriages between faithful couples, hear confessions, officiate the naming ceremonies of children, assist in the atonement of those who have erred, and help heal the ill and wounded.  Except for healing, these must be performed by a deacon or higher, in status.

The Dress of a Priest

A priest of Draik wears a robe of light blue and a soft rope belt, unless he is armoured.  He always wears a sash of the colour of his rank.  If he is armoured instead of robed, he must wear his sash on the outside, visibly.


His Hammer must also be visible.


The trim, collar, and cuffs of his robe must also be in the colour of his station.

Marriage

Marriage is acceptable for priests of Draik, but they must be married by a higher ranking priest. Ladies in the Church have been permitted since the reforms of 309 (III Age), and they may hold any position in the clergy.

The order of St Lewis also receives minor access to the Sphere of War.  All priests of Draik have minor access to the Sphere of Law.
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