HISTORY OF TENNESSEE 2030

Research Project


Research is the basis of professional history, and is among the best ways for a student of history to become intimately acquainted with a topic of interest.  As a college course, History of Tennessee 2030 requires that you complete an intensive writing assignment as part of your coursework.


For this assignment you will choose a topic in the study of Tennessee and will research and produce a paper of 1200-3000 words in length, double-spaced, with citations and a bibliography.  A list of suggested topics will be available, but you may propose another topic.  Your topic must be approved by your professor, and may not be the same topic as that chosen by any other student in the course this summer.  You should be able to form a compelling thesis about your topic, and develop it through the course of your paper.

You must use at least seven separate sources for this paper.  The Encyclopædia Britannica counts as one source regardless of how many articles you use, as do specialty encyclopedias such as The Encyclopedia of Tennessee History and Culture or The Dictionary of American Biography.  Secondary encyclopedias such as the World Book, Comptons, or Encyclopedia Americana do not count towards your seven sources, but should still be mentioned if you use them.  You may use the internet if you are careful, and must cite each web page you use, but the internet as a whole only counts as one source (with the exception of electronic databases of journal articles, which count as journal articles, or encyclopedias, which are treated like encyclopedia entries).  Journal articles count as one source each, so you could conceivable write a paper using seven sources from the Tennessee Historical Quarterly.  Each issue of a newspaper counts as one source, so seven articles from different issues of The Tennessean could comprise your research, but seven from the same issue would not.  Each book counts as a source, no matter how many volumes it has.  If you have doubts about a source, feel free to ask if it is acceptable.  You may look at other sources, and must cite them, but may not count them towards your seven required sources.

There are several ways to make the most of your time spent researching.  When searching for books, do not just look for your research topic in the title:  look for related topics, too. Research on James K. Polk might also include research on the Presidents of the United States, Governors of Tennessee, the Mexican-American War, western expansion in the 19th century, United States history, and many of Polk’s associates (such as Andrew Jackson), contemporaries (such as Martin van Buren), and enemies (such as Henry Clay). Make the most of the index in each book you consider.  When you find a book that looks promising, look through the index for words related to your topic—a book that has plenty of entries that look relevant is worth looking through, while one that never mentions anything about it can be discarded.  Keep notes as you work, particularly keeping track of the publication information for each book you use and the page numbers from which you draw your knowledge, so that you can easily create your bibliography when you are done.  Some people like to keep this information on 3” x 5” index cards, with notes and page numbers on one side and bibliographic information on the other.  This allows you to arrange and rearrange your notes by hand as you compose your paper while still keeping track of your sources.


It is important to avoid plagiarism.  Plagiarism, or presenting another person’s work as your own, constitutes academic fraud and intellectual theft, and will result in a score of zero for a paper.  To avoid plagiarism, simply be sure to paraphrase, that is, to use your own words when restating another author’s ideas.  If you must quote another work, use quotation marks, but try to use direct quotations sparingly—save quotations for such phrases so excellent that they cannot possibly be improved—and make it clear from who you are quoting.  To do this, you must use footnotes for both direct quotations and paraphrases.  A footnote places a small, superscript number directly after a quotation or at the end of a paragraph or section of a paragraph that has been paraphrased.  In short, almost every paragraph in the body of your paper is likely to have one or more footnotes.  Each footnote number corresponds to a number by a brief citation of the source and its page number at the bottom of the page.  Footnotes may also contain other information to help explain the source or your interpretation of it that do not fit easily into the body of the paper.  Finally, your paper should conclude with a bibliography, listing all the sources you consulted, including those cited in your footnotes.  Only sources cited in the footnotes will be counted towards the seven required sources as described above.


This paper must be typed on the computer.  You will turn in one hard copy of the paper for grading on the day noted on the syllabus, and will turn in an electronic copy on a disk or by e-mail.  The paper should be saved in Microsoft Word format.

Sample Bibliographic Forms

Other examples may be found on the internet and in style guides in the library.  One good web site for citing references in MLA style is http://library.uww.edu/GUIDES/MLACITE.htm by the University of Wisconsin.

Books with one author:

Ellis, Joseph J.  Founding Brothers:  The Revolutionary Generation.  New York:  Vintage, 2002.

Reprinted books:
Ramsey, J.G.M.  The Annals of Tennessee to the End of the Eighteenth Century Comprising its Settlement, as The Watauga Association from 1769 to 1777; a Part of North Carolina, from 1777 to 1874; the State of Franklin, from 1774 to 1788; a Part of North Carolina, from 1788 to 1790; The Territory of the United States South of the River Ohio, from 1790 to 1796; The State of Tennessee, from 1796 to 1800.  Johnson City:  The Overmountain Press, 1999.  Original printing, Charleston:  Walker and Jones, 1853.
Books with one author in multiple volumes:
Roosevelt, Theodore.  The Winning of the West, Volume III.   New York:  The Knickerbocker Press, 1894.

Books with multiple authors:
Bailey, Thomas A., David M. Kennedy, and Lizabeth Cohen.  The American Pageant, 12th edition.  New York:  Hougton-Mifflin Company, 2002.

Books with editors:
Rossiter, Charles, ed.  The Federalist Papers.  New York:  Mentor, 1999.
Books with editors in multiple volumes:
Smith, Paul H., ed.  Letters of Delegates to Congress, Volume XXI.  Washington, D.C.: Library of Congress, 1994.

Signed articles in encyclopedias:

Le Patourel, John. "Normans and Normandy." Dictionary of the Middle Ages. Ed. Joseph R. Strayer. 13 vols. New York: Scribner's, 1987.

Unsigned article in a well-known encyclopedia:

"Tennessee." The Encyclopedia Americana. 1994 ed.

Journal articles:
McBride, Robert M.  "Lost Counties of Tennessee."  East Tennessee Historical Society's Publications 51 (1979):  138-150.
Microfilm:
Papers of the Continental Congress, M247, r107, i81, v2.  Washington:  National Archives.

Websites:
“Cherokee Seven Clans.”  Western Cherokee Official Site.  2003.  http://www.westerncherokeenation.org/history_and_culture/seven-clans.shtml (2 Mar. 2005).

Sample Footnote Forms

Footnotes are done in a simpler style than a bibliography.

The first time a source appears, cite it in this way:

1Peter Onuf, The Origins of the Federal Republic:  Jurisdictional Controversies in the United State 1775-1787, (Philadelphia:  University of Pennsylvania Press, 1983), 94-100.

The last numbers are the page number or numbers which you are quoting or paraphrasing; in the footnote above, pages 94-100 were paraphrased from Dr Onuf’s Origins of the Federal Republic.

The second time (and subsequent times) a source appears, cite it in sort form:

2Onuf, Origins of the Federal Republic, 161-169.

If a source appears two or more times in a row, with no other sources between them, you may simply cite the subsequent instances as ibid., an abbreviation of the Latin ibidem, meaning “in the same place,” and looking like this:

3Ramsey, Annals of Tennessee, 541-542, 647-650.

4ibid., 657-662.

5ibid., 290.

A footnote may also contain other information, or references to additional sources for clarification, although this should be used sparingly:

6"William Blount to Richard Caswell" in Paul H. Smith, ed., Letters of Delegates to Congress, Vol. XXIV, (Washington: Library of Congress, 1996), 362-363.  See also "Hugh Williamson to Samuel Johnson” in Paul H. Smith, ed., Letters of Delegates to Congress, Vol. XXV, (Washington: Library of Congress, 1998), 349-350 for a discussion of "sundry Resolves of Congress respecting the Indians on our Frontier" and "the heavy Expences of an Indian War... to preserve the weak and scattered Settlers."

The following section demonstrates footnotes in action:


To prevent confusion and distress, the North Carolina legislature attempted to address some of the complaints that had prompted their brethren across the mountains to grasp independence so eagerly.  The Assembly at Newbern formed a judicial district out of the four temporarily ceded counties and appointed an assistant judge and an attorney general for a Superior Court to be held at Jonesborough.  They made the militia of the Washington District (the three Franklinite counties bordering North Carolina) into a brigade, promoting Colonel John Sevier to brigadier general.
 "In short," as North Carolina Governor Alexander Martin later claimed, the assembly took actions "redressing every grievance, and removing every obstacle out of the way that called for a separation."
  However, with a tradition of self-government dating from the area's earliest settlement,
 most of the “inhabitants in the country contended for” continued the process of erecting “themselves into a distinct government.”

Possible Research Topics
You may research almost anything in Tennessee History or about Tennessee, but what follows are a few suggestions for topics.

Any of Tennessee’s governors, although the following may be among the more interesting:

John Sevier

William Blount

William Carroll

Isham Harris

William Brownlow

Robert Taylor

A. H. Roberts

Alfred Taylor

Austin Peay

Frank Clement 

Lamar Alexander

Phil Bredesen

Any of Tennessee’s presidents:

Andrew Jackson

James K. Polk

Andrew Johnson

Other important politicians:

James Robertson

David Crockett

Edward “Boss” Crump 

Cordell Hull

Estes Kefauver

Al Gore, Senior

Al Gore, Junior

The history of any Tennessee county

A history of Tennessee’s lost counties

Music in Tennessee, including:

The Carter Family

W C Handy

Tennessee Ernie Ford

The Grande Ole Opry

Elvis Presley

Utopian Communities, including:

Nashoba

Rugby

The Highlander Folk School

The Farm

The Cherokee:

Sir Alexander Cummings’ visit to the Cherokee

Attakullakulla

Dragging Canoe 

The Cherokee War of 1776

Sequoyah and the Cherokee Syllabary

The Cherokee Removal

Other Indian tribes or groups:
Prehistoric Indians of Tennessee

The Chickasaw

The Creek

The Melungeons (although they may not really be Indians—no-one knows!)
The Civil War:
Regional Differences during the Civil War

The Battles of Forts Henry and Donelson

The Battle of Shiloh

The Battle of Chickamauga

The Battle of Stones River

The Battle of Franklin

The Union occupation

The Bridge Burners of East Tennessee

Daniel Ellis

Felix Zollicoffer

Reconstruction in Tennessee

Other topics:

Fort Loudoun

Daniel Boone

The Watauga Association

The Transylvania Purchase

The Overmountain Men and King’s Mountain

Robertson and Donelson’s expeditions to Nashville

The flatboat trade to New Orleans

The State of Franklin

The Southwest Territory

The Evolution of Tennessee’ Constitution

Samuel Doak

Religion in Tennessee

The University of Tennessee

Reelfoot Lake

The War of 1812 (as it related to Tennessee and Tennesseans)

The anti-slavery movement in Tennessee

The Mexican-American War

Railroads in Tennessee

The Memphis Yellow Fever Epidemics

The War of the Roses 

The Centennial Exposition

Prohibition

Progressive Movement in Tennessee

Alvin York

The Hanging of the Elephant in Erwin, Tennessee

The Women’s Suffrage Movement

Anne Dallas Dudley 

State Normal Schools

The Ku Klux Klan

The Great Smokey Mountains National Park

TVA

Oak Ridge and the Manhattan Project

The Civil Rights Movement

The Memphis Sanitation Workers’ Strike

Desegregation in Tennessee

Alex Haley

The 1982 World’s Fair

    �Ramsey, Annals of Tennessee, 290.


    �ibid., 306.


       �In 1772 the frontiersmen had formed themselves into the Watauga Association, the first community with a written constitution west of the Appalachians.  It functioned much as an independent state for about half a decade.  Theodore Roosevelt, The Winning of the West Volume I, New York:  The Knickerbocker Press, 1895), 183-186.	


    �Williams, The Lost State of Franklin, 31.





